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1.  How I learned about prayer 
 

I was a missionary to Asia for many years. While I was there I had plenty of time to 

study what the Bible says about prayer. I saw many amazing answers to prayer and 

heard about even more. After coming back to America I studied the issue of prayer even 

more. I found that the New Testament says more than three dozen times that faith is a 

key to answered prayer. When a person is in harmony with God’s will, he begins to want 

what God wants. He develops powerful faith.  

There are many ways to strengthen your faith. One way is to find Bible verses about 

faith and prayer and memorize them. Surprisingly enough, gratitude strengthens prayer. 

When you thank God for what he has already given you, it makes you happier and it 

also strengthens your prayer-faith. 

Jesus often told people that their faith healed them.  

Matthew 9:22 “Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he 

said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that 

moment.” 

Mark 10:52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately 

he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

When I was in Asia I didn’t understand the difference between prayer-faith 

and faith in God. Faith in God, which leads to eternal life can be a different 

level of faith than prayer-faith. One can have rock solid faith in God but have 

little prayer-faith. One can be a strong Christian and love God dearly, but 

still have weak prayer-faith.  

What I mean by prayer-faith is this: to believe, to have faith that your 

prayer is in God’s will and will be answered. It takes a lot of time and effort 

to develop strong prayer-faith. In fact, it takes renewing of the mind. 

Most people pray for things and sometimes don’t get an answer. Soon they 

begin to lose faith in the power of prayer. That is what happened to me. But 

then I found ways to strengthen my prayer-faith. I noticed that Jesus said 

over and over again that faith is the key to answered prayer. I went from 

getting only a small portion of my prayers answered to getting many 

answered. I won’t say that I get everything that I pray for, nor do I get 

answers immediately. Well, sometimes I do, but often I have to wait. The 

key is to wait patiently and grow in faith while waiting. Another key is to 

keep a good attitude about God even when you don’t get what you want. 



3 

 

3 

 

When you learn to avoid getting mad at God (acting like a spoiled child) 

when he doesn’t answer every prayer right away, you grow in faith and see 

many answers to prayer. 

I just can’t stress enough how important it is to have faith.  

James 1:6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because 

the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 

wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

Below are several verses that show the importance of faith.  

Matthew 7:7“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 
Matthew 8:13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you 
believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment. 
 
Matthew 9:22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith 
has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment. 
 
Matthew 9:29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be 
done to you”; 30 and their sight was restored. 
 
Matthew 15:28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request 
is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
 
Matthew 17:20 Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.” 
 
Matthew 18:19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 
anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
 
Matthew 19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 
 
Matthew 21:21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not 

only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this 

mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you 

will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

 

 



4 

 

4 

 

These are just from the book of Matthew. There are many more in the other three 

gospels. I think you can see that Jesus is stressing that faith is very important. Once 

some disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith. I thought Jesus’ answer was 

interesting. He told them what they could do if they had strong faith. 

Luke 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 

 

Seems unbelievable doesn’t it? Jesus told them they could do just about anything if they 

had powerful faith. When we pray and don’t get an answer we often blame God, or say 

that it isn’t his will. Actually the real reason is usually we just don’t have strong enough 

faith.  

Mountain moving faith may take years to develop. The disciples were with Jesus for 

almost three years. They saw him perform many miracles every day. That is like getting 

schooled in miracles all day every day. If you are a strong Christian, and you walked 

with Jesus like that, you would be able to perform miracles too – if you have strong faith. 

John 14:12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 

been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son.14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

 

That sounds unbelievable doesn’t it? Well, believe it! If you believe it, it will come true 

for you! You may not see much progress in your prayers the first day or the first week or 

month, but if you keep pressing on, and you keep increasing your faith, you will soon 

see many answers to prayer. I promise. It works for every Christian and it works every 

time. You can believe it is true because the Bible says it is true. 

I can’t stress enough how important gratitude is to strengthen your faith. Take time 

every morning to thank God for the answer to your prayer, even though you have not 

seen it yet. Also thank God for the blessings he has already given you. 

If you are not a grateful person, you probably won’t see many answers to prayer.  

Philippians 4:6 …with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
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2. You will receive answers to prayer! 
 

 

 
I’m not going to tell you that you will get everything you want through prayer. No, I’m 
going to tell you about something even better.  You will get everything God wants for 
you through prayer because God wants the best for you.  He wants even better things 
for you than you do. God loves you much more than you love yourself and wants you to 
have joy and peace even more than you do. You will get everything you want through 
prayer if it is God’s will and you have faith. Faith is the key to answered prayer, but it 
takes months, years to develop. 
 
Yes, it’s true:  You will experience powerful answers to prayer if you use the guidelines 
for prayer found in the Bible.   We’ll explore these guidelines as we travel this prayer 
journey together.  It is said we use less than 10% of our brainpower; but I think it’s very 
safe to say that most Christians use less than 10% of their prayer power. I have been in 
many churches across the United States and I find that most people don’t understand 
the power of prayer. Why is it that some churches see remarkable answers to prayer 
and others do not?   Perhaps you know some Christians who have very powerful prayer 
lives.  Yet others, who seem to be “good Christians” do not. Those believers with 
powerful prayer lives have learned and practice what the Bible says about how to have 
a powerful prayer life.  After you read this book, you’ll know the secret, too.  
 
A relationship with the Holy Spirit 
 
The most important reason to pray is to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. If 
you are a Christian, you are filled with the Holy Spirit and that gives you great power. 
But prayer is talking to God, and a relationship with God is the most important thing in 
our life. If we pray only to get things, or go to God in prayer only when we want 
something, we are being selfish and missing out on the true meaning of prayer, and 
missing out on huge blessings.  
 
Here is a short account of how I learned the incredible joy of the relationship with the 
Holy Spirit. It happened one summer. 

Some summer sounds certainly seem sweet. Summer sounds such as crickets chirping, 
honking horns, kids laughing sounded like an orchestra being played every summer 
evening during that unforgettable time in my life when I had just recently lost half a 
dozen of the best friends I had ever had. Crickets chirped, cars occasionally whizzed 
by, dogs barked in the distance, a train honked a horn. They sounded more beautiful 
than at any other time because I had spent the whole month praying after work, a new 
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thing for me. I spent time talking to God, not really asking for anything, just talking to 
Him. 

I was in my mid-twenties, single and living in a little one bedroom apartment not far from 
a train track. The horn of that train always brought back happy memories for me and 
was very comforting. But about my friends…. 

It just so happened that during those years I had made friends with half a dozen of the 
most fun and interesting people I had ever met. We were very close, sort of like the TV 
show Friends, or Cheers, the little bar where everybody knows your name. 

They were the kind of people who could drop by any time and we would have a 
wonderful time, with plenty of laughter, bantering and fun stories. But during a three or 
four month period, some of them got married and disappeared from our little gang, the 
others moved out of town. Suddenly I had no close friends at all. 

I had to find something to do with my time, so I took walks at the nearby park. I began to 
pray and meditate on the good things in life that I still had, even though it was tough to 
lose my friends. At first it was hard to think of things to feel grateful for. But the more I 
thought and felt grateful for a few things, the more things came to mind that I could be 
grateful for. 

I started out praying for 30 minutes because I had nothing else to do, due to the fact 
that my friends were gone. Then as the days went on, the prayer stretched into an hour, 
then two hours. There were some days that I prayed for three hours at a time in the 
evening. That brought me close to God and brought me a lot of joy. I wasn’t praying to 
seek anything from God, just to be close to Him. 

Sometimes after an evening of prayer, the sounds of the night seemed like a beautiful 
orchestra being played for anyone who was willing to take the time to stop and enjoy the 
sounds. 

Even nowadays when I hear the crickets chirping, the comforting sound of a fan or my 
neighbor’s air conditioner humming, these sounds bring back the feelings of that 
Kansas summer that I learned to be thankful no matter what, and that I really could be 
happy even in the toughest of times. But most of all, I learned the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
the incredible wonder of being close to God. 

Powerful Prayers 
 
God doesn’t want powerful prayer to be a secret.  He wants your prayers to be powerful 
and He wants you to experience good things as a result of those prayers.  I believe with 
all my heart that God put us here on earth for a reason. The reason is to glorify God and 
to love him. Hebrews 11:6 tells us:   “And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
(my emphasis) those who earnestly seek him.”  We glorify God and please Him when 
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we seek Him through prayer.  But to really glorify Him, we need powerful prayer. 
 
Our journey toward a powerful prayer life begins with faith.   In Matthew, we read, “If you 
believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." (Matthew 21:22).  But you 
might ask, how do I have faith, how can I really believe God will give me what I ask for?  
Or perhaps you’re asking, why   don’t we get everything we ask for immediately? Those 
questions will be specifically answered in the chapters that follow; but as we begin, let’s 
take a look at the faith that is required for powerful prayer.  
 
Faith is more than just belief. It involves hope and love. The apostle Paul said “these 
three things remain:  faith, hope and love and the greatest of these is love.” Love is 
incredibly important and it is what God wants from us. We will never have a powerful 
prayer life if we do not truly love God.  Our faith in God must be firmly rooted in our love 
for Him. 
 
If you get a Bible concordance and look up any word, it will show you many places in 
the Bible where that word is used. Try looking up the word “prayer” in a concordance 
and read each passage. Look up the word “faith,”  “belief,” and other words that are 
involved with powerful prayers. It is amazing to see how these ideas are explained in 
the New Testament Gospels and throughout the entire Bible. When you see all the 
verses on “belief,” it gives you a new perspective of the concept of belief. I did this with 
many of the words associated with prayer. I was amazed at the new perspective it gave 
me and the power of the thread of ideas that were woven through the first four gospels. 
 
The Bible verses in this book are not just fun ideas, they are law. We are familiar with 
the law of gravity and we can never break it. We can design airplanes that produce lift 
by the shape of their wings and in so doing fly through the air.  But even airplanes can’t 
break the law of gravity. If the airplane runs out of fuel it would slow down, the air 
rushing over the wing would not provide lift, and the airplane would fall. In the same 
way, these Bible verses about prayer are laws set in stone. It is impossible for them to 
fail. If you latch on to the promises and work hard, you will not fail to accomplish the 
goal the verses promise. But it takes faith and persistence.  
 
 
Don’t give up 
 
Thomas Edison had only a few months of formal education but he became one of the 
best inventors the world has ever known. He was known for persistence and not letting 
failures get him down. In fact, he considered failures to be successes because each 
time he failed to find a way to build an electric light bulb, it was moving him one step 
closer to his goal.  
 
Winston Churchill said “Never, never, never give up.” He was a man familiar with 
suffering. The difficulties he faced in life forged him in the crucible so that he became 
tough enough to lead Great Britain through one of her most difficult times—World War 
II. 



8 

 

8 

 

 
Just as Ford, Edison, and Churchill persisted in imagining and reaching their goals, we 
must do the same in prayer.  Many people don’t get answers to their prayers because 
they give up too soon. 
 
My friend Mitchell is an engineer and scientist at an aerospace company.  I received the 
following email from him about a dramatic change in his unborn child’s brain after a 
group of Christians prayed for the baby:   
 

The findings of this morning’s sonogram are good. First and foremost all praise be 
to God! God is good all the time! Secondly, I want to thank you all for your prayers, 
your continued prayers for our family, and for our unborn son. I will briefly share with 
you what the healing hand of our God has done. Our son’s ventricles in his brain 
were much too large because of pressure that was building on the brain. The 
ventricles were measured to be 0.95 cm on the first sonogram when the condition 
was found and were re-measured this morning at a text book perfect level of 0.71 
cm. Let this testimony of Gods healing hands and answer to prayer be known to all! 
Thank you all again and may all the praise and glory be to God! 

 
You have enormous potential. Mitchell’s story shows how God wants to do great things 
through His people.   Paul tells us in Ephesians that you are God’s workmanship 
created for good deeds which God planned in advance for you to do. That word, 
“workmanship” means that you are a masterpiece created by God to do good works. 
When you do good deeds to others, most of them in turn will do good deeds to you. 
 
Exercises  
 
Your first Prayer Exercise:  Every day, repeat this verse ten times: Matthew 21:22 “If 
you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." There will be other verses 
to memorize from the Bible in this book. Memorizing and meditating on scripture is one 
of the most important parts of empowering your prayer life. Pray for powerful prayers 
and faith.  God WILL help you! 
 
The great thing about the principles in the Bible for powerful prayer is that they work for 
every Christian, every time! It never fails because they are promises from God. 
 
Just think, we can pray to overcome any sin and God will give us the power to do it. He 
will help us overcome bad habits, overeating, destructive pleasures, substance abuse, 
or any other addiction. Usually with the more difficult addictions people need a support 
group or professional help along with prayer. We know God will help us because it is 
His will that we don’t sin. What a blessing this is! Think about having no chronic sin in 
your life and the destructive habits that accompany it. You can be completely free. 
 
Take a moment to read Psalm 1. It promises you success if you do certain things. Why 
doesn’t everybody get success? Because they don’t accept it by faith. Joshua 1:8 
promises success if you do certain things, but again, it must be accepted by faith.  We 
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must visualize it. We must imagine it. Jesus said thoughts are powerful.  Do you believe 
that is true?  Let me share with you some incidences in my life when powerful prayer 
greatly impacted me. 
 
When I was in China, I was sitting on a metal chair playing a video game when the 
telephone rang. I turned quickly and bumped my elbow against the steel chair.  The 
pain was intense because I hit the funny bone, but I thought the problem would go away 
soon.  The initial discomfort went away but there was a painful tingling feeling that got 
worse as the days went by.  With my elbow still bothering me, I went to a conference in 
Hong Kong about the Holy Spirit. There, someone was praying for the healing of the 
people in the audience. I thought it was nice that people were praying, but I didn’t think 
it had anything to do with my problem. Suddenly, I realized the tingling that had been 
constant in my elbow was gone. My elbow was healed and the tingling never came 
back. 
 
Prayer will work for you.   
 
You will discover that prayer is extremely powerful. But first you must learn the basic 
principles for praying powerful prayers. The two basic principles are: 
 

1. Ask in accordance with God’s will; you may have to keep on asking; and  
 

2. Have faith that He will answer your prayer. 
 

 
If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer. It works all the time, it 
works with every Christian and it never fails. That is God’s promise. 
 
So, now that I have laid the basic groundwork, we can begin with the important ideas of 
how to go about getting more faith and praying powerful prayers. We discover in the 
next chapter how the acronym FAITH explains the basics of powerful prayer.  
 

Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

 
Yes, you will have amazing answers to prayer! 
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3. FAITH 
 
 
 

 
 Mark 9:23 "Everything is possible for him who believes." 
 
Faith is important 
 
It never ceases to amaze me that God considers faith so important. Faith is critically 
important to answered prayer, but it is also the vehicle that saves us. Ephesians 2:8,9 
says we are saved by grace through faith.  
 
In South Korea, Dr. Cho prayed for church growth when his church was very small. 
What did his faith look like? It looked like happy optimism that what he prayed for would 
happen. He prayed that a large number of people would join the church.  Then he 
actually got a tape measure and began measuring how much space he would need for 
all those people. He was so sure that it would happen that he took action and he and 
many others in his church were rewarded when God answered his prayers.  Dr. Cho 
now pastors the largest church in the world. 
 
The Holy Spirit living in you (if you are a Christian) is much more powerful than you can 
imagine. He provides power to dramatically change your life from a life of losing to a life 
of winning. He gives you the power to demolish strongholds in your life such as 
addictions, bad habits, worry, sadness, or any other negative emotion. 
 
The power of the Holy Spirit within you is waiting to give you the peace and victory most 
people would not even believe is possible. Belief is the key. You have to believe and 
have faith that your dream will come true through prayer. If your goal is to improve a 
relationship, you have to believe that your relationship will improve. You have to believe 
that you will achieve your God-given dreams and goals in life. A great man of God once 
said “Work like everything depends on you and pray like everything depends on God.” It 
is true. 
 
Jesus said, in Luke 17: 21, “The kingdom of God is within you…”  Did you know that you 
have a very powerful kingdom living in you? Stop and think about that. There is so much 
power to achieve your dreams that you will never stop finding the end to that unlimited 
power. 
 
You have probably heard about the man who strung a wire cable across Niagara Falls. 
A large crowd gathered as he walked across the wire. He got a wheelbarrow and asked 
the crowd if they believed he could push a wheel barrow across the wire. Most clapped 
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and expressed their faith that he could do it. But then he said “Okay, who will ride in the 
wheelbarrow?” No one volunteered. They apparently didn’t have enough faith to ride in 
the wheelbarrow high above the waterfall.  
 
Real faith means taking action 
 
We have faith that a chair will hold us up when we sit in it because we have experience 
with chairs. If our experience told us that blue chairs usually broke, it would make us 
wary of blue chairs. We would probably test them a bit before putting all our weight on 
them. 
 
On the other hand, since we don’t know when God will answer our prayers, it is often 
not a good idea to take certain actions. We can pray for health, but should not quit 
taking medicine until we discuss it with our doctor. Maybe God chooses to heal us 
through the medication. Keep taking the medication but pray and then thank God that 
He is healing your body. 
 
Often God will answer our prayer even if our faith is weak because it is His will. In the 
book of Acts, Peter got out of jail when a room filled with believers prayed for him. When 
he came to the door of the house where they were praying and knocked, they did not 
believe the servant girl when she told them it was Peter. They didn’t believe that he was 
released even thought they were praying for it. 
 
Now that we’ve established the critical component of faith in powerful prayer, let’s look 
at an acronym that is a simple way to remember the five steps to powerful prayer. Each 
of these steps will be explained more fully in later chapters, but for now, let’s look at the 
acronym FAITH. 
 
FAITH 
 
F Find a Bible verse to stand on. 
A Ask 
I Imagine the answer 
T Thank God for it 
H Hold on to your faith and be Happy while you wait  
 
Faith.  
 
Have faith when you pray and Find a Bible verse to stand on.  
Matthew 9:29 "According to your faith will it be done to you 
Matthew 21:22 “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  
Mark 11:23, 24 "Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours.” 
 
Find a verse in the Bible that applies to your prayer request. At first, that seems 
restrictive and difficult, but there are so many promises in the Bible, you will surely find 
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one if your desire aligns with God’s will. For example, if you are praying for money, get 
a concordance and look up verses that speak of wealth or prosperity. Joshua 1:8, 
Psalm 1 and Psalm 112 are a few of many good verses about finances. If you are 
praying for a relationship, look up verses on love. If you are lacking something, think of 
Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing.” 
 
Find scriptures that promise you an answer to your prayer.  It is a good idea to 
memorize a verse or two of those promises.  Many times you will not find a specific 
verse that promises you what you are asking. That is okay. Just have faith and pray for 
it. 
 
Ask God for it in faith 
 
Matthew 7:8 “For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” 
Simply put, ask God for what you need.  Another “A” in our FAITH acronym might be 
“Agree.”   It is good to find other people to agree with you in prayer. Matthew 18:19 tells 
us, “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it 
will be done for them by my Father in heaven.”   
 
Imagine the answer to prayer in your mind 
 
Imagine it like you already have it. If you are praying for a relationship to get better, 
imagine that it is. Your optimistic attitude will help change the relationship. That is the 
way God created faith. On the other hand, being pessimistic, lacking faith, and thinking 
about negative things, will cause problems in the relationship. When a person thinks 
about the negatives of the relationship, he will be more likely to get angry or do other 
things that are not good for the relationship. I have seen this happen many times in my 
own life and in the lives of others. 
 
It is important to imagine you have already been given the answer to your prayer, 
because if you have faith and you pray in God’s will, you do already have the answer. I 
will explain this more in the chapter on Daniel. 
 
Thank God for it 
 
In Mark 11:24 we read, "Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received 
it, and it will be yours.” Notice it says “…believe that you have received it…”  This 
means that at the moment you ask God for it, you receive it.  However, it may take 
some time for it to materialize or to become substance. Some translations of Hebrews 
11:1 read, “Faith is the substance (my emphasis) of things hoped for…” Daniel prayed 
in Daniel 10, but the powerful angel that came to give him the answer to his prayer was 
detained by Satan or a demon. There was apparently a wrestling match in the unseen 
world. Paul said we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against the powers in the 
heavenly realms. These powers will do everything possible to damage our faith and 
prevent us from getting an immediate answer to our prayer. 
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God could have answered Daniel’s prayer immediately if He wanted to, but for some 
reason, He allowed the struggle in the heavenly realms to continue for days before the 
angel was able to reach Daniel. Romans 8:28 says that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him and are called according to His purpose. God is certainly 
powerful enough to answer your prayer immediately if He wants to, but usually He takes 
some time before He answers it. God is more concerned about us growing spiritually 
strong than getting everything we want right away. Just as our parents did not give us 
everything we wanted because they knew it was for our best, God also sometimes does 
not give us what we want when we ask for it. Every parent has probably had a child who 
wanted to eat only ice cream for supper; however, the parent knew it would not be good 
for the child and did not permit it.  
 
John 15:7 promises, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be given you.”  The more God’s Word remains in us or lives in us, 
the more our desires will become closely aligned to God’s desires. If we really want 
God’s Word to abide in us we need to memorize it. Scripture has amazing power to 
realign your thinking when you memorize it and meditate on it.  
 
John tells us at the beginning of his Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” When we memorize the Word, we are 
making space in our mind for God in a very powerful way. To really increase your 
spiritual power, memorize, and meditate on God’s Word. 
 
As we make space for God and His Word in our minds, our emotions come into play. 
Emotions are important to increasing your faith. You have to feel thankful and really 
enjoy the situation or person for which you prayed. Believe in the answer so much that 
you start to enjoy it as if you already have received it.  
 
Your emotions are a good indicator of your level of faith. If you feel angry at God 
because He has not answered your prayer soon enough, that is an indicator that your 
faith is weak. If you feel any negative emotions fear, worry, guilt, depression, or anger, 
remember that these are indicators of weak faith. Get rid of them and be happy. Just as 
the negative emotions bring you away from God, the good emotions, love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control, bring you close to God and 
strengthen your faith. 
 
Jesus said, “I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the 
full, till it overflows).” John 10:10 (Amplified) 
 
Hold on to your faith and be Happy  
 
Be happy while you wait for the answer to come to you.  
 
Luke 18:1 “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up.”  
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In this parable Jesus said that we may have to keep asking for a period of time. This is 
usually the most difficult part of prayer. It is easy to ask, and it’s sometimes easy to 
have faith when we ask.  But to wait and wait for God to answer the prayer often makes 
our faith weak. The more faith we have, the more we can relax and enjoy waiting for the 
answer.  
 
We know that we have a great reward (the answer to our prayer) waiting for us. Just 
think how you would feel if you inherited a million dollars, but the court said you could 
not touch the money until probate was completed. You would be sure you would get it, 
but it might be a bit frustrating at times waiting. However, you would probably spend a 
lot of time thinking about how you would spend the money after you got it. The certainty 
of receiving a million dollars would bring you joy and change your attitude. You would 
begin planning how to spend the money. It might seem that you’d already received the 
money; it just wasn’t in your hands yet.  
 
It is the same with prayer. Mark 11:24 says, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for 
in prayer, believe that you have received (emphasis mine) it, and it will be yours.”  
Notice “received” is past tense. You have to really believe that you have already 
received it. You just have not seen it manifest yet. 
 
Hebrews 13:8 says that Jesus is the same today as yesterday and forever. If Jesus 
performed miracles, and His disciples performed miracles and healed people two 
thousand years ago why wouldn’t He do the same thing today if He has not changed?  
The answer is:   He still does miracles today. I have heard about countless miracles 
throughout my lifetime, and have seen many myself. While I was in China I saw so 
many answers to prayer that I don’t consider them miracles anymore, I consider them 
“regulars.” I wish now that I had written them down so I could remember them. 
 
 
 
Give and it will be given to you 
 
If you are asking God for more things, remember what Jesus said in Luke 6:38 “Give, 
and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.” 
 
This means that if you want to get things, you must first give. Don’t become 
disappointed if you don’t get what you pray for right away. Don’t get mad at God - that is 
a distinct lack of faith - just wait, and enjoy the waiting. Jesus often tested people’s faith 
in various ways. One of the ways our faith is tested is that we have to wait for the 
answer to appear. Don’t complain, because that also demonstrates a lack of faith. The 
Apostle Paul reminded us that Jesus told him it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
That concept takes a long time to wrap your mind around and really understand and 
believe it. Meditate on it and you will receive joy from the Holy Spirit. 
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Think of a vending machine. If you keep putting a dollar bill in but it keeps spitting it out, 
then there is something wrong with the bill. It’s the same thing with prayer:   if you keep 
praying and don’t get results, don’t assume prayer doesn’t work.  Find out what you are 
doing wrong. 
 
What is faith? Faith is not just intellectual knowledge.  For example, James tells us that 
Satan believes in God, but does not have faith. After studying faith for a long time, I 
really believe that you can boil it down to one simple equation: belief plus love equals 
faith.   
 
First Corinthians 13 is often called the love chapter.  Verse 13 reads: “And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” Faith is a very 
powerful thing.  Hope, faith, and love are very closely related.  Jesus told us that the 
most important command was to love God with all of our heart, strength, mind, and soul, 
and the second greatest commandment was to love others as much as we love 
ourselves.  If you had to sum up the entire Bible in two words, it would probably be love 
and faith. 
 
We may have a number of prayer requests that we fervently want answered. We know 
that we need faith in order to get our prayers answered. Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is 
being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. If we take this one 
definition of faith out of context from the entire Bible, we will come away with a very 
wrong idea of what faith is. How is it possible that Satan believes in God but does not 
have saving faith?  It’s because he has intellectual ascent. When we’re praying for 
something we need to remember that faith is more than just intellectual ascent, it 
involves love and hope. What does this mean? One of the core ideas of the Bible is that 
we are committed to love God with all of our heart. The more we love God the more our 
desires will conform to His. Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you 
the desires of your heart.” At first glance, it seems that as long as we devote ourselves 
to God, we can get anything we want.  We would be like a kid in a candy store after his 
father tells him that he can have all the candy he wants. Unfortunately it doesn’t work 
that way. We have to ask for things that are in God’s will. Romans 12:2 tells us: “Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.” This means that if we transform ourselves, really change by renewing our 
minds, then we will be able get a better understanding what God’s will is. Renewing 
your mind means changing the way you think. 
 
Be transformed 
 
We cannot have a powerful prayer life without being transformed by the renewal of our 
mind. Let’s look at Romans 12:2 again, but this time from the Amplified version of the 
scriptures:   ”Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted 
to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] 
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for 
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yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing 
which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].” 
 
Perhaps you are praying that God will help you stop a bad habit such as overeating, 
smoking, drugs, gossip, or any other number of things. If we try to change our behavior 
without changing our core beliefs, we will probably fail. 
 
What we believe is certainly an important part of faith. The more we think about what we 
have faith in, the stronger our faith becomes.  But we must think about it positively, not 
negatively. Many people pray but not many people are really powerful prayer warriors. If 
you want really powerful prayers and you want to see the hand of God change things 
when you pray, you will need to really give it 100% and work hard for it. 
 
Have you ever heard of anybody become a champion athlete in a sport in which they 
did not spend a lot of time? Michael Jordan spent hours and hours practicing basketball. 
He was not considered an outstanding basketball player during some of his high school 
years. He was cut from the team one year. Apparently, he began working very hard by 
spending a lot of time playing and practicing basketball. With all this hard work, he 
became an outstanding basketball player. 
 
Albert Einstein spent many hours thinking about his relativity concepts while he was a 
patent clerk. Amazingly, even though he was not a good student in school, and though 
his job had nothing to do with complex theoretical physics, he was so devoted to the 
subject that he used his own time working on his theories. He changed the world. 
 
Mother Teresa was absolutely devoted to serving God in India. When I read about her, 
I’m amazed that she could focus so intensely on one thing. 
 
Becoming a prayer warrior is not something that you can decide to do like choosing 
orange juice for breakfast. It is a life changing series of events. But the good news is it 
will change your life for the better. Growing closer to God will bring you the joy, peace, 
love, and all the other fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22. To become a 
powerful prayer warrior, you not only change the way you think, you change who you 
are. This will change your behavior. You will literally be transformed into a new and 
better person. Your relationships with people will be better and happier. You will 
become a stronger Christian, more devoted to God. You will become more optimistic 
and caring. It will not be easy but it will be worth it. 
 
Zechariah 4:6 (NIV) says, “‘Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord 
Almighty.”  
 
It is important to remember that prayers are not answered by your power, but by the 
power of God. We don’t have to have power or might, but we can leave that up to God. 
He has enough for everybody in the world. What is required of us is a close relationship 
with the Holy Spirit. If you don’t have a close relationship with the Holy Spirit, change 
your life to begin a close relationship with Him. It is certainly the best change you can 
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ever make. It is important to remember what our purpose in life is: to love God. God 
created us to love Him. 
 
We learned in Ephesians 2:10 that “we are God’s workmanship created in Him to do 
good works which He planned in advance for us to do to”. 
 
When we understand this, we will become more confident in praying for what God’s will 
is. If we are delighting ourselves in the Lord, loving God intensely, renewing our heart 
and mind to be like Him, we will have powerful prayers. 
 
I once attended a church where we did visitation on Monday nights. We would be given 
the names and addresses of people who had visited our church for the first, second, or 
third time and we would pay them a visit. We had been trained in a lengthy class about 
sharing the gospel. There was a long outline and many Bible verses to remember. The 
goal was to ask people a couple of questions to find out if they were a Christian. If they 
were, we would just ask them if they had any prayer requests. If they were not, or they 
were not sure, we would present the lengthy plan of salvation to them. It took almost 
half an hour. It was sometimes difficult to keep their attention for the whole time. 
Looking back on it now, I realize a well-written tract that we could read together with 
them would probably have been easier for us and them.  
 
During the several years that I participated in this class, no one prayed to accept the 
Lord during my time with them. I heard through the grapevine that one or more 
accepted Christ after I talked to them after they had given it a lot of thought. I naturally 
didn’t think I had the gift of evangelism. 
 
Despite not having the gift of evangelism, I felt God calling me to go to China.  During 
that time, I was an engineer at Raytheon.  I worked on a project involving government 
secrets.  After I gave my employee notice that I was quitting, I was called into the 
security chief’s office. He told me that if I went to China there was a chance I could be 
tortured for information. At the company, I wore a photo ID badge that readily identified 
my clearance for secret work. It was easy to know which employees had secret 
clearances. The security chief was concerned that if I went to China, the Chinese 
officials might know I had done secret military work.  Even though they probably 
wouldn’t know what projects I’d worked on, since everyone in that building worked on 
missiles, it would not be hard to guess that I had experience with some kind of missile. 
 
Of course, this really concerned me. But after praying about it, God gave me the 
courage to stick with the plans I had made and I went to China to serve Him. 
 
I wondered what God had in store for me there. I was surprised to find the harvest was 
very plentiful and many dozens, if not hundreds prayed to accept Christ with me while I 
was in China. God knew that He could work through me, even though many people 
would think He could not. 
 
But for now, meditate on this:  Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy 



18 

 

18 

 

and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”  
 
If you would like to read my book The Keys to Powerful Prayer (or the ebook version 
entitled Amazing Power of Prayer) feel free to take a look at them online at the links 
below. This is a very brief summary of some of the chapters in the book. 
 

Chapter 4 is about the power of prayer and the incredible joy that revival can bring. 
 
Chapter 5 explains why our prayers are sometimes delayed. 
 
Chapter 6 gets into the in-depth methods of powerful prayer. 
 
Chapter 7 explains so things that block our prayers from being answered. 
 
Chapter 8 explains why being grateful strengthens our faith and love for God. 
 
Chapter 11 explains some ways to get more joy in your life. “The Joy of the Lord is my 
strength.” Joy makes you stronger in all areas of your life. 
 
Chapter 15 is the clincher, how to really have strong faith. 
 
I have been using 100% of the money I make from this book to spread God’s love on 
the internet. 
 
Buy the book on Amazon.com http://www.amazon.com/dp/1494263874 
 
Buy the book on CreateSpace (it is cheaper here) 
https://www.createspace.com/4540174 
 
See the book Amazing Power of Prayer (the Ebook version) on Amazon.com 
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008EOCODK 
 
 

Appendix  
 

 

Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.” 
 
Mark 4:40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
 
Mark 5:34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be 
freed from your suffering.” 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1494263874
https://www.createspace.com/4540174
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008EOCODK
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2:5&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4:40&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5:34&version=NIV1984
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Mark 6:6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith. [ Jesus Sends Out the Twelve ] Then 
Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 
 
Mark 7:24 [ The Faith of a Syrophoenician Woman ] Jesus left that place and went to 
the vicinity of Tyre . He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he 
could not keep his presence secret. 
 
Mark 9:23 “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 
 
Mark 10:29-31 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, 
children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
 
Mark 10:52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his 
sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
 
Mark 11:22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 
 
Mark 16:14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them 
for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after 
he had risen.)  
 
Luke 5:20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
Luke 7:1 [ The Faith of the Centurion ] When Jesus had finished saying all this in the 
hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum . 
 
Luke 7:9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel .” 
 
Luke 7:50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Luke 8:25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. In fear and amazement they 
asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and 
they obey him.” 
 
Luke 8:48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 
 
Luke 12:28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
 
Luke 12:42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper 
time? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6:6&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7:24&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:52&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11:22&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16:14&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5:20&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7:1&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7:9&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7:50&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8:25&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8:48&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12:28&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12:42&version=NIV1984
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Luke 17:1 [ Sin, Faith, Duty ] Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to 
sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 
 
Luke 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
 
Luke 17:6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 
 
Luke 17:19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” 
 
Luke 18:42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 
 
Luke 22:32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you 
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  
 
John 11:22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. 
 
John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  
 
John 14:14 You may ask me for anything in my name and I will do it. 
 
John 15:7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be given you 
 
John 16:23  I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, and your joy will be complete. 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:1&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:5&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:6&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:19&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18:42&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22:32&version=NIV1984
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:12&version=NIV1984
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